
 

 

 

 

The 2017 Annual Delta Farm Forum is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 25th, 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. The location will 

be  the small gymnasium at the Delta 

Junction High School .  

The 45th annual forum will open with a 

welcome address from USDA Natural 

Resource Conservation Service Alaska 

State Conservationist, Bob Jones. Addi-

tional speakers for the day include 

AgriLogic Consulting President Cliff 

Parks, who will discuss crop insurance 

for Alaskans, and UAF School of Natural 

Resources and Extension Horticulture 

Agent, Julie Riley, who will talk about 

cultivating cilantro.  

An update from the Division of Agri-

culture will be given by Development 

Specialist Jodie Anderson. UAF Veteri-

narian, Dr. Lisa Lunn is scheduled to 

speak, and a historical presentation 

featuring an early Delta homesteader is 

planned as well. 

The Salcha-Delta Soil and Water Con-

servation District will give their Annual 

Report and announce the 2016 Coop-

erator of the Year. The local FFA/4-H 

youth will give a group presentation and 

highlight their accomplishments. A 

variety of vendors will be in attendance 

throughout the day.  

The noon luncheon is a potluck with the 

main meal of meat dishes, scalloped 

potatoes, and dinner rolls provided 

through donations. Guests are asked to 

please follow this schedule when choosing 

a dish to bring:  

A–F  = Salads   

G–L = Vegetable or Fruit                   

M–R = Desserts  

S–Z = Pasta or Rice 

The 2017 Delta Farm Forum is co–

sponsored by the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service 

(UAF CES), Delta District, 895–4215, 

and the Salcha–Delta Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SDSWCD), 

895–6279. Both are located in the Jarvis 

Office Center in Delta Junction. 
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After many years of distributing paper copies of the Salcha-Delta 

SWCD Conservation Corner newsletter, we have finally decided to go 

digital. The current newsletter will be the last hard copy to be mailed out 

to our subscribers.  

We are currently in the middle of updating our website, and one of the changes will 

include a subscription link to receive the PDF version of the newsletter by email. We 

still plan on having hard copies available in the District office for those who don’t have 

access to the Internet. We hope this change will not affect your interest in reading our 

newsletter and look forward to sharing it with all our subscribers in the future.  

NEWSLETTER CHANGES 



 

 

DELTA FFA 2016 STATE STAR CHAPTER 
Delta Junction FFA celebrated their recent accom-

plishment in becoming the 2016 State Star Chapter 

and National Star Chapter in Community Develop-

ment for the State of Alaska. The national chapter 

award program is designed to recognize FFA chapters 

that actively implement the mission and strategies 

of the organization.  

In order to qualify for a State or National award, 

chapters must complete 15 activities in three different 

divisions: growing leaders, building communities, 
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and strengthening agriculture within their com-

munities. Chapters that receive a superior chapter 

certificate may compete for the State Gold, Silver 

and Bronze Chapter Award. Chapters that receive a 

gold rating by the State FFA Association are then 

eligible to compete at the National FFA Conven-

tion. This is the second time Delta Junction FFA 

has received this award.  

 

By Tammie Kovalenko 

Delta FFA Chapter Advisor 

ALASKA FFA NAMED WINNER OF 2016 HUNGER HEROES CHALLENGE 

The Alaska FFA Association was recently named 

the winner of the 2016 Hunger Heroes Challenge. 

The FFA Hunger Heroes Challenge encouraged 

students to help donate 3.5 million meals to local 

communities before the 2016 National FFA 

Convention & Expo in October. Projects varied 

from gardens to assembling food baskets for under-

privileged families.  

After each hunger service event, chapters reported 

impacts from the event and also shared their stories, 

in order to be eligible for a cash drawing. This 

year, the reported impact was a record-high 

191,322 hours of service to fight hunger. The State of 

Alaska had the highest percentage of chapters that 

reported impacts. More than 

150 members in all middle 

and high school chapters 

volunteered 33,919 hours, 

more than 35,000 meals, 

and 37,000 pounds of food. 

In addition, the chapters 

participated in a variety of 

activities.  

The Delta Junction FFA chapter raised zucchini 

and yellow squash, which they donated to local 

seniors and the Fairbanks Food Bank. Other chap-

ters in the state dug up about 500 pounds of pota-

toes and carrots for local families in need, in addi-

tion to harvesting food from their mobile green-

house and outdoor gardens to donate to their local 

communities.  

As a result, Tyson Foods, Inc. will provide a dona-

tion to a statewide Feeding America Food Bank in 

Alaska.  The “Hunger Heroes Challenge” was a 

great way to inspire FFA members to take action 

against food insecurity.  

 

By Tammie Kovalenko 

Delta FFA Chapter Advisor 

A Delta FFA 

member 

works in a 

greenhouse 

full of yellow 

squash plants  

A bountiful harvest of 

yellow squash and 

zucchini 



 

 

CONSERVATION PLANNING WORKSHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the SARE Conference  

and workshops 

 Feb. 21—preconference workshops 

 Feb. 22—conference 

 Feb. 23—postconference workshops 

This conference provides opportunities for 

members of the agricultural community to 

learn about key sustainability challenges and 

opportunities.  

 Growing fruits and vegetables 

 Reindeer and livestock ranching 

 Birch syrup 

 Farming and gardening in rural Alaska 

 Marketing and sales 
 

More info and links can be found at 

http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/conference/ 

 

Contact Darcy Etcheverry at 

ddetcheverry@alaska.edu 

or 907-474-5107  

for more information. 
 

UAF is an AA/EO employer and educational institution. 
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The only thing better than a good meeting is no 

meeting. So, would a meeting that could almost 

guarantee you finding new opportunities, efficien-

cies, or a better quality of life on your farm be 

worth it? Conservation planning is not generally on 

anyone’s Saturday to-do list, but this is not your 

typical conservation planning. 

The Salcha-Delta SWCD and NRCS are collaborating 

on a Conservation Planning Workshop, which will 

be held on March 11 and March 18. This work-

shop is a two-meeting process. On March 11, farm-

ers will interact to organize information about their 

own operation, identify what goals they want to 

accomplish, and consider the resources that are 

available to reach their goals. Information about 

emerging market opportunities, new technologies, 

and quality of life will be presented to begin getting 

the creative juices flowing. At the second meeting 

they will have the opportunity to sit down one-on-

one with a conservation planner to actually create 

their conservation plan. 

A short workbook will be introduced at the Farm 

Forum on February 25. Farmers are encouraged to 

take one home. The workbook uses a series of 

questions to help with the collection process. Farm-

ers should bring the workbook to the workshop as 

the information collected will form the basis for the 

conservation plan. Anyone who is not able to at-

tend the Farm Forum may contact the SWCD for a 

copy of the workbook. Location and times will be 

determined after the Farm Forum, and you can also 

contact the District for that information. 

Lunch will be provided and the workshop is free. 

Get a babysitter for the kids and bring your spouse 

for a date. We can’t promise it will be better than 

no meeting, but it will be fun, productive, and you 

will leave feeling like it was a good meeting. 

 
By Bryce Wrigley 

District Manager 

http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/sare/conference/


 

 

FIVE FOR 5 SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
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In memory of a long-time advocate for the wise use 

of our natural resources, the Salcha-Delta SWCD 

has established the Norm Cosgrove Memorial 

Scholarship. Mr. Cosgrove was a true “Alaskan 

Pioneer” who was committed to personal steward-

ship of Alaska’s lands and was a driving force for 

conservation in Alaska. He was a founding member 

of the Alaska Association of Conservation Districts 

and spent 48 years to ensure that Districts met the 

needs of local cooperators.  

The Salcha-Delta SWCD is offering a “Five For 5 

scholarship” (five $500.00 scholarships) open to 

juniors and seniors in the Salcha-Delta SWCD for 

their first year of full-time study at an institution of 

higher education or at a technical school or training 

program. (Full time enrollment must be maintained 

during the first year of college or trade school.) 

A selection committee will assign points based on 

the following: Grades, field of study (applicants 

are encouraged to enter a natural resource field), 

applicant conservation essay, letters of recommen-

dation and community service. 

Student Eligibility Criteria:  

 Applicant must be a legal resident of Alaska and 

be a U.S. citizen or national.  

 All applicants must have participated in the 

spring 2017 Salcha-Delta SWCD conservation 

essay contest. 

Scholarship applicants must submit each of the 

following:  

 Copy of academic transcript. 

 Three letters of recommendation from principal, 

teachers, counselors, supervisors or employers. 

Letters must accompany this application. Do not 

send under separate cover letter/ sheet. 

 Copy of the conservation project essay you en-

tered in the 2017 Salcha-Delta SWCD Contest. 

 Description of community service, awards, lead-

ership positions, job experience and other infor-

mation you find pertinent. 

 List of proposed postsecondary schools to which 

you are planning to apply too. 

 

Application Deadline  May 5, 2017 - 3:00 PM 

Applications will be accepted by mail or  

hand delivery 

No faxed applications 
 

For more information contact: 

Tammie Kovalenko 

Education Coordinator  
(907) 895-6279  

E-mail: tammie.kovalenko@salchadeltaswcd.org 

 



 

 

AG SAMPLE TESTING SERVICE 

Since last fall, the Salcha-Delta SWCD has been 

providing the local community with a location to drop 

off soil, plant, and compost/manure samples. The 

District has then mailed the samples to Brookside 

Labs and provided lab results to the clients.  

Although this service has helped Brookside reduce 

the number of individual clients, the greatest chal-

lenge has been acquiring client contact info and 

billing. The District currently has no petty cash 

account and therefore, we are unable to accommo-

date an individual if change is required. To reduce 

the odds of dealing with change, we have adjusted 

lab prices with hopes it will streamline the process. We 

can bill a client later, but immediate payment is 

always appreciated.   

 
Test Name                              Public        Cooperator   

Soil Analysis S001AN             $20                 $10 

Soil Analysis S005                   $30                 $15 

Forage Evaluation F002           $30                 $15 

Tissue Analysis T001               $20                 $10 

Tissue Analysis T002               $30                 $15 

Manure Analysis Z001             $40                 $20 

Compost Analysis Z004           $50                 $25 

 

We will accept cash and checks.  

If the client is a district cooperator, we offer the 

lab fee at 50% of the original cost.   
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March 27-31 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative 

Extension Service in Delta and the Delta Partners 

for Progress will host the 3rd annual Extension 

Week in Delta March 27-31, 2017. 

Classes will run one to two hours at the Delta 

District Extension office or at the Delta Career 

Advancement Center. The agenda is currently 

being developed, so look for updates or call the 

district office at 907-895-4215 or email Christy 

at cmroden@alaska.edu 

Instructors will include UAF Extension agents 

and staff, representatives of the Salcha-Delta Soil 

and Water Conservation District and other 

enthusiasts.  

all necessary study materials. Registration for 

class is available at   http://bit.ly/PestInvasive  . 

Participants are encouraged to become familiar 

with the materials and math needed prior to the 

training. For more information and to request an-

other training location, contact Janice Chumley at 

907-262-5824 or jichumley@alaska.edu. 

 

ON THE WEB:  

www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/psep/pesticide-training-sessio/  

 

CONTACT:  

Debbie Carter, 907-474-5406, dscarter@alaska.edu 

 
 

April 18-20 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Cooperative Extension Service will 

offer a second pesticide applicator 

certification training April 18-20. 

The session will take place by videoconference 

in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Palmer, Delta Junction, 

Soldotna, Sitka, Juneau and other communities 

as requested. Classes will meet from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m. with an exam scheduled after the training. 

The state requires certification for anyone who 

uses or sells restricted pesticides. Certification is 

also required for anyone who acts as a pesticide 

consultant, engages in the commercial or contract 

use of pesticides or supervises their use at a 

public location. 

The training costs $65 and includes the exam and 

EXTENSION WEEK IN DELTA 

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING 

http://bit.ly/PestInvasive
mailto:jichumley@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/ah/psep/pesticide-training-sessio/
mailto:dscarter@alaska.edu
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